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“It's unfair for 12- and 13-year-old kids to be getting these racist in
soccer for Utah Rio FC in the Utah Youth Soccer Assodiation

do anything, theyll be considered disrespectful. It shouldn’t be that way.”
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Discrimination from players

Incidents like the “Coco” comment
Godoy experienced seem to happen of:
ten, with playvers — many of them pre-
teens — using words and phrases that
appear to cast being Hispanic in 2 neg-
ative light

Bryan Oviedo, u Real Salt Lake play
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posing player told his son, “(
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late last month. Once a
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Aside from comments made specifi-
cally to Hispanic peaple, Boyd said the
UYSA is also trying to curb the use of
aversion of the N-word that ends in
“a.” Both of his March trainings men-
tioned competitions last summer
where three players were

quently suspended for

Ironically, in both those trainings
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1 needed them to remember you
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And if I'm refusing to write it
1 in the instruction, well, that kind
of sticks me in a bad spot.”
Boyd said that last fall, he emailed
structions to coaches and team
n gers of teams with players old-
1 than 14 years old that outlined how
allegations of racist language would be
handled
For the most part, that eliminated
that problem” in that age group, Bovd
id. This spring. he dropped the age
1o players older than 12 because it
t e was being
-olds.

After a UYSA-sanctioned game,
referees are obligated to submit a
game report 1 an online por
tal Coaches report scores via the same
portal. and can add additional com-
nents about the game if they choose.
They can also check a box that re-
quests the UYSA to review the game.

Boyd said coaches using the report
ing tool is paramount to catching ev
ery possible instance of racist ian-
uage

“The big one is communication,”
Boyd said. 1 have to know. Get me
the info.”
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Michnel Anglin. another state youth
referee administrator. implored par-
ents and coaches to alert the UYSA or
referee’s association of incidents that
matter, and not be cancerned if they
are reporting things too much

“H vou've got a consequential issue.
something that needs to be addressed,
something that's meaningful, yon
need to report it — every single time,”
Michael Anglin said

Some coaches feel the UYSA doesn't
adequately communicate when they
do report issues. Late last month
when an opposing goalkeeper told Pe-
Inez, “Why don't you o eat a taco ” the
pluyer received a two-game suspen-
sion. But Boyd did not inform Pelaez
about the disciplinary action
Boyd said there is simply not
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“What can they do? They can't do anything. And if they

enough time to respond in detail to ev-
ery coach or referee who reports an in-
cident and wants to be informed about
any discipline handed down.

“But.” Boyd said. “I think that'sa
fair criticism, and a fair concern. ... I
try to do a better job of that *

Gundred said she doesn't feel com-
fortable providing any details that go
further than simply whether someone
has been disciplined and for how long.

Boyd also said part of the challenge
in disciplining people for using racist
language is when an allegation is made
but no one else can corroborate,

In one of Boyd's March trainings,
he outlined a new protocol for refer-
ees who are told about allegations of
racist language. If a referec hears any
racist language, they are empowered
to take any disciplinary action they
deem necessary, including ejection

“If we verify that racist language has
been used. it's an automatic two-game
suspension.” Boyd said. “If it's a parent
who used racist language, more like-
Iy than not they're out for the rest of
the season. I don't want to see them
on the sideline.”

Diego Godoy said that process was
ollowed during the game last
month, and that he submitted a com-
plaint to UYSA.

The referee just laughed in our
face, screamed in our face, talked to
my players anu screamed at them,” Di-
e0 Godoy said

What are the solutions?

Oviedo made it clear the impact
that hearing racist language as a pre-
teen can have.

“A kid who is starting a career and
wants to be a professional — they
treat them like that now, who is go-
mgtowant tobea 3 after
that?" Oviedo said. “If it's from now,
they even have trauma.”

That's why coaches and parents
of teams with minority plavers want
the UYSA to help them feel heard. Too
many times, they say, their issues and
complaints feel cast aside or underin-
vestigated

“1 think it's taking forever to solve
the problem because there's not
enough time or attention to the sce-
narios,” Mendez said.

Oviedo said maybe more plavers
should get trained he UYSA's zero
tolerance policy related to racist lan-

Fuage

The U'Y'SA says it's doing the best it
cam to reduce racist language, and ed
ucate everyone imvolved on its efforts
and how they can help.

“For the most part, all of our coach-
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er with e out
1d per
formance — comments she says ure
part of the game. But she has an issue
particularly when it comes to racism
and discrimination
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The tough
defense

to win
Jour tricks

Dale Carnegie s
“There are four w
only four wa
we have contact with the
world. We are evaluated
and classified by these four
contacts: what we do, how
we look, what we say, and
how we say it."

There are four tricks, and
only four tricks, that are
needed to defeat a contract
of four spades. East needs
to bear that in mind when
defending in this deal

West leads the club two.
South wins with his ace,
s a spade to dummy'’s
ace, and returns a spade
East is in with his king
What should he do now?

East knows that West
led a singleton, because
he would have led the four
from doubleton four-two
And when a player knows
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Opening ead # 2

his partner has a void,
there is an automatic re-
action to give him a ruff.
But East should pause for a
moment and ask where the
other two defensive tricks
will come from. The play
cannot go club ruff, heart
to the ace, second club ruff,
because West has only one
trump left

The defense must take
two heart tricks. This is
easy if West has the king,
but in case he has the
queen, East should imme-
diately shift to a low heart

Yes, declarer might rise
with his king and win an
overtrick, but that is unlike.
ly. He will probably conclude
that if West had queen-high
hearts. he might well have
led the unbid suit; but with
ace-high hearts, he would
not have led it

The main point, though,
is that East must make
declarer guess, not give
him the contract on a sil-
ver platter.
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Dodgers’ Ohtani
throwing from 60
feet as Tommy John
recovery continues

By JENNA WEST

Eight months after un-
dergoing Tommy John sur-
gery, Los Angeles Dodgers
superstar Shohei Ohtani is
throwing a baseball from 60
feet — and his pitches have
reached 80 miles per hour.

Ohtani, who is not ex-
pected to pitch in games un-
1l 2025, provided an update
on his recovery Monday.

“Usnally anywhere from
60-70 pitches, in that dis-
tance,” Ohtani said
an interpreter before Mon-
day’s game against the New
Yark Mets, which was post-
paned due to rain. “Just con-
tinuing to increase the dis-
tance and the pitches, and
Jjust seeing where that goes.
I'm not quite sure how far
I'm going to go out there, but
that's the progression.™

Ohtani underwent Tom-
my John surgery — the sec-
ond of his career — in Sep-
tember as a member of the
Los Angeles Angels. The re-
covery hasn't slowed him
down at the plate, where he

Dodgers in home runs (1%)
and stolen bases (13)
Ohtani, who has
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The Dodgers’ Shohei

appeared in 53 of L.A s 55
games as a designated hitter.

has recently been playing
through a hamstring con-
tusion he suffered during a

Chtani, who turns 30
on July 5, signed a 10-year,
$700 million contract with
the Dodgers this offsea-
son. The two-way star won
American League MVP
#wards in 2021 and 2023 in
part for his prowess on the




